April 2012025 — Week #10
Milton Campus — Pastor Branden Mestach

The Return of
the King

Quest Book:
Chapter 49

A. The Reality of the Resurrection...

1. ...is that there was an empty tomb.
“Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark,
Mary Magdalene went to the tomb and saw that the stone
had been removed from the entrance.” John 20:1 (NIV)

2. ...caused Mary to go and tell.

“So she came running to Simon Peter and the other
disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, ‘They have taken the
Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they have
put Him!’ John 20:2 (NIV)

3. ...1s that there is no disputing it’s truth.

“So Peter and the other disciples started for the tomb. Both
were running but the other disciple outran Peter and
reached the tomb first. He bent over and looked in at the
strips of linen lying there but did not go in. Then Simon
Peter came along behind him and went straight into the
tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying there, as well as the
cloth that had been wrapped around Jesus’ head. The cloth
was still lying in its place, separate from the linen. Finally
the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also
went inside. He saw and believed. (They still did not
understand from Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the
dead.) Then the disciples went back to where they were
staying. John 20:3-10 (NIV)

B. The Response to the Resurrection

1. ...by the transformed Mary Magdalene.
“Now Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, she
bent over to look into the tomb and saw two angels in white,
seated where Jesus’ body had been, one at the head and the
other at the foot. They asked her, ‘Woman, why are you
crying?’ ‘They have taken my Lord away,’ she said, ‘and |
don’t know where they have put Him.’ At this, she turned
around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not
recognize that it was Jesus.” John 20:11-14 (NIV)

2. ...by the more completed Messiah.
“He asked her, ‘Woman, why are you crying? Who is it you
are looking for?’ Thinking He was the gardener, she said,
‘Sir, if you have carried Him away, tell me where You have
put Him, and I will get Him.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Mary.’ She
turned towards Him and cried out in Aramaic, ‘Rabboni!’
(which means, ‘Teacher.’) Jesus said, ‘Do not hold on to
Me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father. Go instead to
My brothers and tell them, ‘I am ascending to My Father
and your Father, to My God and your God.” Mary
Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: ‘I have seen
the Lord!” And she told them that He had said these things
to her.” John 20:15-18 (NIV)

3. ...by the rest of the disciples.

“On the evening of that first day of the week, when the
disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear of the
Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood among them and said,

‘Peace be with you!’ After He said this, He showed them
His hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they
saw the Lord. Again Jesus said, ‘Peace be with you! As the

Father has sent Me, I am sending you.’ And with that He
breathed on them and said, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you
forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven, if you do not
forgive them, they are not forgiven.’” John 20:19-23 (NIV)

C. The Reach of Christ’s Mercy...

1. ...in the face of our doubts.

“Now Thomas (also known as Didymus), one of the Twelve,
was not with the disciples when Jesus came. So the other
disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord!’ But he said to
them, ‘Unless I see the nail marks in His hands and put my

finger where the nails were, and put my hand into His side,

I will not believe.’” John 20:24-25 (NIV)

2. ...says, “Stop doubting and believe!”

“A week later His disciples were in the house again, and
Thomas was with them. Though the doors were locked,
Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with
you!’ Then He said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here; see
My hands. Reach out your hand and put it into My side.
Stop doubting and believe.’” John 20:26-27 (NIV)

3. ...extends to anyone at any time.
“Thomas said to Him, ‘My Lord and my God!’ Then Jesus
told him, ‘Because you have seen Me, you have believed;

blessed are those who have not seen and yet have
believed.”” John 20:28-29 (NIV)

Bottom Line:
Stop doubting and believe!
The grave is empty!

To begin a relationship with Jesus...
Text: “Jesus” to 570-273-0088



Next Sunday: Start a Fire
Week 1: Be the Spark
Quest Book: Chapter 50
Milton Campus: Pastor Holly Mestach
Sunbury Campus: Pastor Billy Robel

POINT YOUR PHONE'S
CAMERA HERE
FOR THIS WEEK'S LINKS

Giving & Attendance Update

Giving last Sunday: 81.5% of goal
Giving year to date: 89.2% of goal
Attendance Last Weekend: 2,071
Salvations to date: 2 | Baptisms to date: 0

“Reach the One” Campaign Update
152 - Pledges
$1,851,254.36 - Donations Anticipated by Nov. 2027

$887,829.46 - Received Donations — 22% of $4M Goal

Want to pledge, donate, or learn more?
Scan the QR code below:
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Upcoming Happenings:
Saturday, May 3 (@ 5:30p: Father/Son Burger Burn
Youth Center Parking Lot

Sunday, May 4 @ 3p-5p: Family Flower Funday

Sunday, May 4 @ 6:00p: Local Church Conference
The Well Coffee House

Wednesday, May 7 @ 6:30p: Worship Onboarding
Milton Campus Auditorium

Sunday, May 18 @ 10:45a: Stephen Ministry Training
Open House — Milton Campus Cafeteria

Notetakers are History Makers




