November 5, 2023 – Week #4
Milton Campus – Pastor Branden Mestach
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Abide in the True Spirit
1 John 4



A. The Theology of ________ 
1. We are to _____ the spirits of every teacher.
“Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world.”                               1 John 4:1 (NIV)

2. We know the __________ of the test.
“This is how you can recognize the Spirit of God: Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, but every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you have heard is coming and even now is already in the world.” 1 John 4:2-3 (NIV) 

a. A _____ spirit confesses:
       1) The incarnation of Christ is ______.
       2) Jesus is our ________.
       3) Jesus is the promised ___________.
       4) Jesus is the Son of God from ________.
b. A _______ spirit confesses:
       1) The incarnation of Christ is _______.
       2) Jesus is not needed for _____________.
       3) Jesus is not the ____ of God.


3. We can overcome the _______________ because Christ lives in us.
“You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the One who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world.  They are from the world and therefore speak from the viewpoint of the world, and the world listens to them. We are from God, and whoever knows God listens to us; but whoever is not from God does not listen to us. This is how we recognize the Spirit of truth and the spirit of falsehood.” 1 John 4:4-7 (NIV)

B. The Theology of ______
1. If God is love, then _____________ is love.
“Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love.” 1 John 4:7-8 (NIV)

2. God __________________ love for us.
“This is how God showed His love among us: He sent His one and only Son into the world that we might live through Him. This is love: not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.” 1 John 4:9-11 (NIV)

3. Love _______ a picture of God to the world.
“No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and His love is made complete in us.
This is how we know that we live in Him and He in us: He has given us of His Spirit.” 1 John 4:12-13 (NIV) 
“If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. If I give all I possess to the poor and give over my body to hardship that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing. Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.  It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. Love never fails.”                        1 Corinthians 13:1-8a (NIV)
C. Am I Abiding in the Correct Spirit? 
1. What picture of God is your life painting?
“And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent His Son to be the Savior of the world. If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in them and they in God. And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in them. This is how love is made complete among us so that we will have confidence on the day of judgment: In this world we are like Jesus.” 1 John 4:14-17 (NIV)

2. Am I painting a picture of love or fear?
“There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love.” 1 John 4:18 (NIV)

3. Am I painting a picture of love or hate?
“We love because He first loved us. Whoever claims to love God yet hates a brother or sister is a liar. For whoever does not love their brother and sister, whom they have seen, cannot love God, whom they have not seen. And He has given us this command: Anyone who loves God must also love their brother and sister.” 1 John 4:19-21


Bottom Line:
“We know what love is by what love does.”
Jon Bloom 


To begin a relationship with Jesus… 
Text: IChooseJesus (all one word) to 570-273-0088



 

Want to take it deeper? Send in a question for the Dive Deep Podcast to our Online Campus Pastor: mike.sweigard@cwc.life

Next Sunday: 
“Love Like This: Without Compromise” 
Week 5: 1 John 5 


Milton Campus: Pastor Branden Mestach
Sunbury Campus: Pastor Mike Sweigard 
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Giving & Attendance Update 
Giving last Sunday: 74.8% of goal 
Giving year to date: 82.3% of goal 
Attendance last Sunday: 2,195    
Salvations to date: 71 | Baptisms to date: 76  
 

Upcoming Happenings:  
November 9-12: The Sound of Music
Membership Class: December 3—12:30p (Milton Campus)
Classic’s Christmas Dinner: December 3rd 

Christmas @ Christ Wesleyan:
           Christmas Encounter: December 8th 
           Christmas Eve Candlelight Services:
                   Milton Campus: 9:00a, 10:45a, and 12:30p
	      Sunbury Campus: 9:00a and 11:00a


Notetakers are History Makers
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