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A.  Biblical _______________
1. Praise, Prayer, and ___________
a. _____ Testament
“He appointed some of the Levites to minister before the ark of the Lord, to extol, thank, and praise the Lord, the God of Israel: Asaph was the chief, and next to him in rank were Zechariah, then Jaaziel, Shemiramoth, Jehiel, Mattithiah, Eliab, Benaiah, Obed-Edom and Jeiel. They were to play the lyres and harps, Asaph was to sound the cymbals, and Benaiah and Jahaziel the priests were to blow the trumpets regularly before the ark of the covenant of God.” 1 Chronicles 16:4-6 (NIV)

b. _____ Testament
“Speaking to one another with psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit. Sing and make music from your heart to the Lord.” Ephesians 5:19 (NIV)

2. ______________
a. ______ Testament 
“Then young women will dance and be glad,
young men and old as well. I will turn their mourning into gladness; I will give them comfort and joy instead of sorrow.” Jeremiah 31:13 (NIV)

b. ______ Testament
“Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the house, he heard music and dancing.” 
Luke 15:25 (NIV)


3. ____________
a. _____ Testament
“Present with this bread seven male lambs, each a year old and without defect, one young bull and two rams. They will be a burnt offering to the Lord, together with their grain offerings and drink offerings—a food offering, an aroma pleasing to the Lord.” Leviticus 23:18 (NIV)

b. _____ Testament 
“Just as people are destined to die once, and after that to face judgment, so Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of many; and He will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to those who are waiting for Him.” Hebrews 9:27-28 (NIV) 

4. _____________
a. _____ Testament
“Walk in obedience to all that the Lord your God has commanded you, so that you may live and prosper and prolong your days in the land that you will possess.” Deuteronomy 5:33 (NIV)

b. _____ Testament 
“All the believers were together and had everything in common. They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.” Acts 2:44-47 (NIV)

B.  From God’s ________ to Man’s _____ 
1. The conversion of ___________ in 312 AD 
a. Caused the church to become a __________ and social staple in society

b. Caused the persecuted to become highly _____________ and honored publicly
c. Caused ___________, manmade laws, and ideas to take over 

d. Caused worship to become a ______ and way to gain prestige

2.  Christians lost a reliance on ______ and gained a reliance on _____ 

C.  The Why of Gathering 
1. We gather as a call to perseverance. 
“And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.” Hebrews 10:25 (NIV) 

2. We gather as a visible outpost of the Kingdom.
“And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.” Matthew 16:18 (NIV)

3. We gather as a praying body of believers.
“‘It is written,’ He said to them, ‘My house will be called a house of prayer, but you are making it a den of robbers.’” Matthew 21:13 (NIV)

4. We gather as a practice for the eternal praise of King Jesus.
“After this I looked, and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and before the Lamb.” Revelation 7:9a-b (NIV)

Bottom Line:
 We should focus more on why we gather, 
rather than how we gather. 

To begin a relationship with Jesus…
Text: IChooseJesus to 570-273-0088

Next Sunday: Grow
Milton Campus: Pastor Kyle Roberts
Sunbury Campus: Pastor Ryan Brosious
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Stewardship Update
Giving Last Weekend: 67.4%
Giving YTD: 82.5%
Attendance Last Weekend: 2,212 
Salvations to date: 12 | Baptisms to date: 9

Upcoming Happenings: 
May 21: Annual Church Celebration – 2:30p-5:00p

Save the Date! 
June 20-23: Kidz Camp!  
July 8: Valley Fest








Notetakers are history-makers.
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