
March 13th, 2022 

 

Week 2: 

Judas:  

The Price of Lost 

Potential  

 
Matthew 26:14-16           

 

A.  Judas’ Great Call 
“Then one of the Twelve—the one called Judas Iscariot—

went to the chief priests.” Matthew 26:14 (NIV)  

 

1. Judas was a fulfillment of prophecy. 
“In those days Peter stood up among the believers (a 

group numbering about one hundred and twenty) and said, 

‘Brothers and sisters, the Scripture had to be fulfilled in 

which the Holy Spirit spoke long ago through David 

concerning Judas, who served as guide for those who 

arrested Jesus.’” Acts 1:15-16 (NIV) 

 

2. Judas was chosen by Christ. 
“He was one of our number and shared in our ministry.” 

Acts 1:17 (NIV)  
  

3. Judas knew Jesus face to face.  

 

B. Judas’ Greed and Expectations  
“…‘What are you willing to give me if I deliver Him over 

to you?’ So, they counted out for him thirty pieces of 

silver.” Matthew 26:15 (NIV)  

 

1. Judas was financially gifted. 
 

2. Judas embezzled money. 

“But one of His disciples, Judas Iscariot, who was later to 

betray Him, objected, ‘Why wasn’t this perfume sold and 

the money given to the poor? It was worth a year’s 

wages.’ He did not say this because he cared about the 

poor but because he was a thief; as keeper of the money 

bag, he used to help himself to what was put into it.”    

John 12:4-6 (NIV)  

 

3. Judas sold Jesus like a dead slave. 
“If the bull gores a male or female slave, the owner must 

pay thirty shekels of silver to the master of the slave, and 

the bull is to be stoned to death.” Exodus 21:32 (NIV) 

  

“Who though He existed in the form of God did not regard 

equality with God as something to be grasped but emptied 

Himself by taking on the form of a slave.”  

Philippians 2:6-7 (NET)  
 

4. Why would Judas betray Jesus like this? 

 

a. The devil made him do it. 
“Jesus answered, ‘It is the one to whom I will give this 

piece of bread when I have dipped it in the dish.’ Then, 

dipping the piece of bread, He gave it to Judas, the son of 

Simon Iscariot. As soon as Judas took the bread, Satan 

entered into him.” John 13:26-27a (NIV) 

 

b. He had false expectations of who Jesus 

was.  

 

c. He wanted to stop a larger, more 

dangerous rebellion. 

 

d. Jesus told him to. 

 

No matter the motive behind the why, without 

Judas, Jesus does not get handed over to Rome 

and you don’t have the central component of 

Christianity—the Resurrection. 
 

C. Judas’ Intentional Betrayal  
“From then on Judas watched for an opportunity to hand 

Him over.” Matthew 26:16 (NIV)  

 

1. Misplaced desire will always lead to more 

than just unbelief. 

 

2. Judas had worldly ambitions that led to a 

blindness of the Truth.   

 

3. Christ will always see past bad intention to 

get to our greatest potential.  

 

D.  Truths Extracted from Judas 

1. Ability will never be more important than 

availability. 

 

2. Spiritual gifts do not assure permanent 

success, Christ alone does. 
The gift of administration can lead to being overbearing. 

The gift of speaking can lead to being super-spiritual 

(pride). The gift of leadership can lead to being self-

seeking. The gift of giving can lead to selfishness. 

  

3. Going to church does not assure salvation, 

allowing God in our heart and life does. 

 

Bottom Line: We all have a potential greatness in 

us through our God-given gifts, what lacks is our 

ability to see the necessity of Christ in the use of 

those gifts (the price of lost potential).  

 



 
To begin a relationship with Jesus… 
Text: IChooseJesus to 570-273-0088 

 

Next Sunday:  

Outlaws of 33A.D.:  

Criminals, Traitors, and an Unjust Execution.  

Week 3: Barabbas: The Price of Freedom                                             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Giving and Attendance Update 

Giving last Sunday: 101.3% 

Giving year to date: 89.1% 

Last Sunday’s attendance: 2,025 

Salvations to date: 189 | Baptisms to date: 29 
 

 

 

  


