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Week 8:
Dedication Until Departure

Luke 24:50-53,   Acts 1:9-11 

[bookmark: _Hlk82598731]
A. Why the _____________?
“When He had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany,    He lifted up His hands and blessed them.” Luke 24:50

1. To bless the ______________.
a. He is the High __________.
“Then Aaron lifted his hands toward the people and blessed them. And having sacrificed the sin offering, the burnt offering and the fellowship offering, he stepped down.” Leviticus 9:22 (NIV)

b. It was a ________ blessing.
“I am the Alpha and Omega, the First and the Last,       the Beginning and the End.” Revelation 22:13

c. It was a blessing to ___________.
“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”  Acts 1:8 (NIV)

2. To provide a ___________…
a. That God is _________.
“By His power God raised the Lord from the dead, and He will raise us also.” 1 Corinthians 6:14 NIV)


b. That we have a __________ in Heaven.
“Who then is the one who condemns? No one. Christ Jesus who died—more than that, Who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us.” Romans 8:34 (NIV)

3. To give __________…
a. That Heaven is ______.
“While He was blessing them, He left them and was taken up into heaven.” Luke 24:51 (NIV)
“…Who has gone into Heaven and is at God’s right hand—with angels, authorities, and powers in submission to Him.” 1 Peter 3:22 (NIV)

b. That the __________ is true.
“Jesus answered, ‘I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.’”        John 14:6 (NIV)

c. [bookmark: _Hlk86302846]That the power is __________ to all, but only received by those who _________.
“Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned.”            Mark 16:16 (NIV)

B. What did it __________ forth?
1. __________
“Then they worshipped Him…” Luke 24:52a (NIV)

2. Joyful _________________
“…and returned to Jerusalem with great joy. And they stayed continually at the temple, praising God.”          Luke 24:52b-53 (NIV)

3. The ___________
“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”    Acts 1:8 (NIV)

4. A promise of ___________.
“‘Men of Galilee’, they said, ‘why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, Who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen Him go into heaven.’” Acts 1:11 (NIV)

C. Do you believe it? Then…
1. Worship
“Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship.”      Romans 12:1 (NIV)

2. Have joy
“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.” Galatians 5:22-23a (NIV)

3. Serve
“Spiritual maturity is demonstrated in our ability to discern when to go and when to stay. Only as we are willing to do either can God effectively equip and use us.” A Bible Commentary in the Wesleyan Tradition

4. Focus on the mission.
“Focus is so important because it is the gateway to all thinking: perception, memory, learning, reasoning, problem solving, and decision making. Without good focus, all aspects of your ability to think will suffer. Without focus, you won't be as effective in your work because if you're not concentrating on the right things or are distracted, you won't be capable of getting your work done.” Huffington Post



To begin a relationship with Jesus…
Text: I Choose Jesus to 570-273-0088

Next Sunday: A New Series-Winning the Mind.     Week 1: Recognizing Lies 
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Giving & Attendance Update
Giving last Sunday: 97.5% of goal
Giving year to date: 89.4% of goal
Attendance last Sunday: 1,840
Salvations to date: 150 | Baptisms to date: 14
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