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Week 2:  

Plan Intentionally 
  

 
 

“Then I prayed to the God of Heaven, and I answered the 

king, ‘If it pleases the king and if your servant has found 

favor in his sight, let him send me to the city in Judah where 

my ancestors are buried so that I can rebuild it.’” 

Nehemiah 2:4b-5 (NIV) 

 

A.  Plan intentionally to wait on God  
1. Answered prayers can take time 

“In the month of Nisan in the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes, 

when wine was brought for him, I took the wine and gave it to the 

king.” Nehemiah 2:1a (NIV) 

a. It was 4 months later till: 
“The king said to me, what is it you want?” Nehemiah 2:4 

 

b. It was 20 years after: 

 

2. Have faith 
 “Then I prayed to the God of Heaven…”Nehemiah 2:4b (NIV) 

a. Faith is an affirmation 

 

b. Faith is an attitude 

 

c. Faith is an action 
 

"Wait for the LORD; be strong and take heart and wait for 

the Lord.” Psalm 27:14 (NIV) 

B. Plan intentionally to investigate, 

cooperate, and determine 
1. Investigate (The Night Ride) 

“I set out during the night with a few others. I had not told 

anyone what my God had put in my heart to do for 

Jerusalem.” Nehemiah 2:12a (NIV) 

a. It was bad 
 

b. Personalized passion 

 

2. Cooperate and determine 

a. The report 
“Come, let us rebuild the wall of Jerusalem, and we will no 

longer be in disgrace.” Nehemiah 2:17b 

b. The rationale 
“I also told them about the gracious hand of my God on me 

and what the king had said to me.” Nehemiah 2:18a 

c. The response 
“They replied, ‘Let us start rebuilding.’ So they began this 

good work.” Nehemiah 2:18b (NIV) 

d. The rebuttal 
“But when Sanballat the Horonite, Tobiah the Ammonite 

official and Geshem the Arab heard about it, they mocked 

and ridiculed us… ‘Are you rebelling against the king?’” 

Nehemiah 2:19 (NIV) 

e. The retort 
“I answered them by saying, ‘The God of heaven will give 

us success. We His servants will start rebuilding, but as for 

you, you have no share…” Nehemiah 2:20 (NIV) 

 

C.  The Royal Progression   
1. The king  
“The king said to me, ‘What is it you want?’”  

Nehemiah 2:4a (NIV) 

 

 

 

2. The King of Kings 
“Jesus stopped and called them, ‘What do you want me to do for 

you?’ He asked. ‘Lord’, they answered, ‘we want our sight.’ 

Jesus had compassion on them and touched their eyes. 

Immediately they receieved their sight and followed Him.” 

Matthew 20:32-34 (NIV) 

3. The kings of the King 
“To Him Who loves us and washed us from our sins in His 

own blood, and has made us kings and priests to His God 

and Father…” Revelation 1:6 (NKJV) 

 

“When he saw Peter and John about to enter, he asked 

them for money…Then Peter said, ‘Silver or gold I do not 

have, but what I do have I give you. In the name of Jesus 

Christ of Nazareth, walk.’” Acts 3:3-6 (NIV) 

 

D.  What about you? 
1. Have you started praying boldly?  

 

2. How are you planning for God’s plan? 
Remember, being patient (faith) for God’s plan 

does not mean doing nothing.  

 

3. What is one thing you can do this week to 

show God you are ready to cooperate 

with His plan? 

 

4. Are you ready to lead like a king? 
Characteristics of a king:                              

Centered. Decisive. Lives with integrity. Protects 

their realm. Provides order. Creates and inspires 

creativity in others. Blesses the lives of others. 

Leaves a legacy. 

 
To begin a relationship with Jesus… 

Text: I Choose Jesus to 88202 

 

 



Next Sunday: Because we are praying boldly (1) and 

planning intentionally (2), we can proceed confidently. 

(Nehemiah 3) 

 
 

 
 


