
September 18, 2022                  Fading Light – Week 7
        

 

     Week 7: 

 

To the Church in 

Philadelphia… 
 

 
 

Revelation 3:7-13 (NIV) 

 
“To the angel of the church in Philadelphia write:” 

Revelation 3:7 (NIV) 

 
• The Setting - Philadelphia was: 

o Fraught with earthquakes – built on a fault line 
o A worship center for Dionysus – god of wine 
o Renamed three times 

 
These are the words of Him who is holy and true, who holds the 

key of David. What He opens no one can shut, and what He shuts 
no one can open. 

Revelation 3:7 (NIV) 
 

• Jesus is: 
o Holy - Refers to the quality of God who is 

transcendently distinctive, unique, majestic, 
perfect, and pure.1 

o True - The word alēthinós appears 28 times in 
the NT. It is used more often than ἀληθής 
(alēthḗs) as a divine attribute, describing God 
Himself (John 17:3; 1 Thess 1:9; Rev 3:7; 6:10; 
19:11). The adjective also describes people or 
things that are genuine, valid, or proper in 
relation to God (John 1:9; 4:23; 6:32; Heb 8:2; 
9:24; 10:22; Rev 19:9). The NT use of this term 
seems to cover things that have eternal validity 

 
1 Hon-Lee Kwok, “Holiness,” ed. Douglas Mangum et al., 

Lexham Theological Wordbook, Lexham Bible Reference 

Series (Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press, 2014). 

and indicates something aligned with eternal 
truth rather than with earthly acceptability.2 

o Key Holder 

 
“Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one 
comes to the Father except through Me.” 
-John 14:6 (NIV) 

 
“I know your deeds. See, I have placed before you an open 

door that no one can shut. I know that you have little strength, yet 
you have kept My word and have not denied My name.” 

Revelation 3:8 (NIV) 

 
• He sees what I do – what I do matters to God 

• Am I more concerned with being socially influential than 
spiritually effective? 

• Do my deeds display I have not denied His Name? 

 
I will make those who are of the synagogue of Satan, who claim to 
be Jews though they are not, but are liars—I will make them come 
and fall down at your feet and acknowledge that I have loved you. 

Revelation 3:9 (NIV) 

 
• Nominal vs. Actual 

• How do you respond to opposition? 

 
“Since you have kept My command to endure patiently, I will also 
keep you from the hour of trial that is going to come on the whole 

world to test the inhabitants of the earth.” 
Revelation 3:10 (NIV) 

 

 
Note:_____________________________________ 
 
“ I am coming soon. Hold on to what you have, so that no one will 

take your crown.” 
Revelation 3:11 (NIV) 

 
• Soon – Quickly, Suddenly 

2 Douglas Mangum, “Truth,” ed. Douglas Mangum et al., 

Lexham Theological Wordbook, Lexham Bible Reference 

Series (Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press, 2014). 

• Who/What’s in your grip? 

• Who/What has a grip on you? 
 

“Therefore, since we have a great High Priest who has ascended 
into heaven, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we 
profess.” 
 – Hebrews 4:14 (NIV) 

 
7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept 
the faith. 8 Now there is in store for me the crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to 
me on that day—and not only to me, but also to all who have 
longed for His appearing. 
 – 2 Tim 4:7-8 (NIV) 

 
28 “Come to Me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will 
give you rest. 29 Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I 
am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your 
souls. 30 For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.” 
- Matthew 11:28-30 (NIV) 

 
“The one who is victorious I will make a pillar in the temple of My 
God. Never again will they leave it. I will write on them the name 

of My God and the name of the city of My God, the new 
Jerusalem, which is coming down out of heaven from My God; and 

I will also write on them My new name.” 
Revelation 3:12 (NIV) 

 

 
• The Promise of Permanence 

 
“Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the 

churches.” 
Revelation 3:13 (NIV) 

 

 

https://ref.ly/logosres/lxtheowrdbk?hw=%E1%BC%85%CE%B3%CE%B9%CE%BF%CF%82&off=70&ctx=+dedicated%2c+saints.+~Refers+to+the+qualit
https://ref.ly/logosres/lxtheowrdbk?hw=%E1%BC%80%CE%BB%CE%B7%CE%B8%CE%B9%CE%BD%CF%8C%CF%82&off=86&ctx=ness%2c+or+sincerity.%0a~The+word+al%C4%93thin%C3%B3s+a


 
To begin a relationship with Jesus… 
Text: IChooseJesus to 570-273-0088 

 

Next Sunday: Pastor Branden Mestach 

Fading Light: 

A Foretold Warning for the Modern Church 

Week 8: Revelation 3:14-22 

The Church in Laodicea 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Giving and Attendance Update 

Giving last Sunday: 109.2% 

Giving year to date: 94.7% 

Last Sunday weekend attendance: 2,063 

Salvations to date: 96 | Baptisms to date: 21 

    

 

Upcoming Happenings: 

 

Sept. 24 Priscilla Shirer Simulcast 

Sept. 30 The Isaacs & The Martins Concert 

Oct. 28 Trunk or Treat 

 

 

 
 


